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3 Shrouded in Time
Sat. 1 Aprll - Sat. 6 May 2023 acyrlic, mineral pigment, wood panel etc 1,760 x 8,540 mm 2023

Whenever Motoi Yamamoto creates he does so with the aim to never forget those dearest to him. Doing so, perhaps, to try and fasten
on to those memories that abate together with time, he wonders.

YUKIKOMIZUTANI is pleased to present '- Staying in time -' a solo exhibition from Motoi Yamamoto running from Saturday 1
April to Saturday 6 May. To date Yamamoto has used salt, eliciting cleansing and purification, to create installation pieces - vast
patterns he painstakingly draws by himself upon the floor. On the final day of the exhibition an event will be held where viewers
together with the artist break apart the work returning the salt to the sea. This 'Return to the Sea Project' will take place on the final
day of the exhibition on 6th May.

He also creates elaborate two-dimensional drawings using acrylic and natural mineral pigments. The spiral-like patterns he depicts in
these images, expressions of the unrelenting flow of thoughts and regeneration and revival - themselves depictions of strong vitality,
signify eternity. Whatever materials he may use, every detail of his work is imbued with the artist's emotions, emotions which the
viewer can unconsciously embrace though his work. In the presence of these pieces, one may also gain an awareness for those most
cherished to them. Motoi Yamamoto's work delicately speaks to the innermost sentiments each individual has for life.

"I continue to create work as a form of self defense to resist against the loss of a memory, in order to never forget those loved ones of
mine that parted from this world too soon. However, one way or another the passage of time unvaryingly tries to take away these
memories. How should I best face this reality? By continuing to create can I somehow hold onto them?

The exhibition will feature works that using an awareness for 'time' and 'seasons' as leads were continuously produced, almost diary
like, with a feel for the movement of the four seasons. With an installation that sees tens of thousands of cherry blossom petals
formed from salt, and digital drawings protected onto a screen of salt, additional two-dimensional pieces of labyrinths and swirls -
long used symbols of regeneration, and a brand new series themed on the butterfly will also feature.

Facing time, drawing can open the the door to memory. It may be that all of these pieces are depictions of the landscapes that unfold
on the other side."

- Motoi Yamamoto

Motoi Yamamoto / [LI7s &

Born in Onomichi, Hiroshima in 1966.
Graduated in Painting from Kanazawa College of Art in 1995.

He has had numerous exhibitions in Japan and internationally including:

MoMAPS.1 at the Museum of Modern Art, New York, the Hermitage Museum,

the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo, Hakone Open-Air Museum,

the 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa, and the Setouchi Triennale.

live creation open to public Thu. 30, Fri. 31 March 2023 13:00 - 15:00
'Return to the sea project' to be held on final day Sat. 6 May
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